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Questions – Paper Two 

 
 

PART A 
ESSAY WRITING 

Answer one question only from this part 

1. You have been offered admission to a Senior High School to pursue a 
programme which you do not like. Write to the headmaster of the school 
stating at least two reasons why you want the programme changed. 

2. Write an article to be published in a national newspaper on why every 
school should have a library 

3. Write the speech you would give at your school’s graduation day on 
The school’s achievements and failures in the academic year. 

  

BELOW ARE SOME GUIDELINES THAT IF EMPLOYED AND 
REMEMBERED SHOULD AID THE STUDENT CONSTRUCT A GOOD ESSAY. 
• TOPIC SENTENCE : Main Concept Of The Paragraph 

• THESIS STATEMENT: Clear And Coherent Statement That Answers The 
Question Posed. 

• SUPPORTING EVIDENCE: Evidence That Supports The Concept In The 
Thesis Statement. 

• PAPER FORMAT AND GRAMMAR: The Essay Should Have A Beginning 
Middle And An End. It Should Also Utilize Proper Grammar Including 
Punctuation, Spelling Subject And Verb Usage. 
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PART B 
COMPREHENSION 
[30 marks] 

4. Read the following passage carefully and answer all the questions 
which follow 

Fatimeh was always silent. She learnt a lot within a short time. In one 
month, she could milk cows, separate butter and cheese from the milk, 
ferment the milk and cook nearly as well as Rikku’s mother. At first, she 
went with Rikku’s mother to hawk the sour milk; she was beginning to 

find her way to and from town. 
Fatimeh was always chewing tobacco flower and so her lips, teeth and 
gums became red. Hodio noticed that her looks had improved since she 
came to live with the family. Her skin was smooth and shiny; she had 
also put on more flesh. 

 
Towards nightfall, when Fatimeh came home, she would take a pot and 
go down to the stream where she bathed and drew water. Sometimes, 
she went with Leibe or Shaitu; she was never alone. 
One evening, Hodio followed Fatimeh quietly to the stream when the 
place was quiet and he could hear the sound of his own footsteps on the 
dusty road. When he caught up with Fatimeh, he suggested to her to run 
away with him because he loved her dearly and wanted her to be his 
wife. Fatimeh refused. She knew very well that, as a slave, she could 
never hope to marry a freeborn and proud Fulani like Hodio Sunsaye. 
Hodio did not give up. He spoke to her again. He tried to persuade her to 
run away with him and live in a town where no one cared about tradition 
and custom. Eventually, Fatimeh agreed to consider his proposal. 
Hodio’s father, old Sunsaye, was the first person who missed Fatimeh. He 
called his wife, Shaitu, and asked her if she had seen Fatimeh. She 
replied in the negative. He asked Rikku and Leibe. No one could tell him 
where Hodio and Fatimeh were. They then looked behind the hut; the 
horse was not there. 

(a) What two things did the girl learn to do in one month? 
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(b) Give two adjectives that describe Fatimeh as presented in the first 
paragraph. 

(c) What was Hodio’s main reason for following Fatimeh to the stream? 

(d) Fatimeh refused. 
(i) What did Fatimeh refuse to do at first? 
(ii) Why did she refuse Hodio’s proposal? 

(e) Why did Hodio want to live in a town? 

(f) For each of the following words, give another word or phrase that 
means the same and can fit into the passage: 
(i) silent 
(ii) sour, 
(iii) improved 
(iv) drew 
(v) proposal 

  

4 
(a) Two things the girl learnt to do in one month 
She learnt to milk cows, separate butter and cheese from the milk, 
ferment the milk and cook nearly as well as Rikku’s mother. (any two) 
(b) Two adjectives that describe Fatimeh as presented in the first 
paragraph 
Silent /quiet, diligent/ hardworking/ industrious, intelligent/ clever/ 
smart, fast/quick 
(c) Hodio’s main reason for following Fatimeh to the stream 
Hodio’s main reason for following Fatimeh to the stream was to propose 
marriage to her. 

Or : to ask her to be his wife 
Or: to ask that they elope (leave secretly to get married) 
(d) (i) What Fatimeh refused to do at first 
She refused to get married to Hodio / She refused his marriage proposal. 
(ii) Why she refused Hodio’s proposal 
She refused because she was a slave, and could not hope to marry a 
freeborn Fulani. 
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(e) Why Hodio wanted to live in a town 
Hodio wanted to live in a town because there, no one cared about 
tradition and custom. 
(f) (i) silent – quiet 
(ii) sour – sharp-tasting / bitter 
(iii) improved – become better/ nicer /more pleasant 
(iv) drew – fetched 
(v) proposal – plea/ request/ appeal/ petition/ entreaty/offer 
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